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1.0 Summary

1.1 The report sets out the request received from Shrewsbury Town Council that
this Council delegates to it the exercise of the powers under Section 248 and
249 of the Local Government Act 1972 to install/create Freemen and
Honorary Freemen of the Borough.

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended:

A. That the Council delegates to the Shrewsbury Town Council those
powers under Section 248 and 249 of the Local Government 1972
relating to the installation of Freemen and the creation of Honorary
Freemen of the Borough of Shrewsbury.

B. That the Council pursues with the Department of Communities and
Local Government the possible amendment of the law in this area.

C. That the Chief Executive be given delegated authority to approve any
similar request received from other Town Councils in Shropshire.
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Report

3.0 Background

3.1 As a consequence of local government reorganisation, this Council is now
responsible for exercising the powers contained in Sections 249 and 249 of
the Local Government Act 1972 in relation to the installation of Freemen and
the creation of Honorary Freemen within the Borough of Shrewsbury.

3.2 Historically, this has been a matter which the Borough Mayor has overseen
and it is a concern to the Guild of Freemen of Shrewsbury that local
government reorganisation has severed the link between it and the Town
Council. They would prefer to see the Town Mayor presiding over any future
installation ceremonies, rather than the Chairman of this Council, as they
believe their links to be more with the Town of Shrewsbury than with the
County of Shropshire.

3.3 Shrewsbury Town Council has requested that the exercise of the powers
under the sections of the 1972 Act relating to the installation of Freemen and
the creation of Honorary Freemen of Shrewsbury be delegated to it. It has
further requested that the Council press the Department of Communities and
Local Government to review the existing legislation, so that those town/city
councils affected by reorganisation, but with a public expectation of inheriting
such civic customs and traditions, have the right to install/create Freemen be
restored to them. No other town has requested a similar delegation but it
would be possible to delegate authority to the Chief Executive to approve any
similar future request.

3.4 This appears to be an area of the law where insufficient thought was given to
the practicalities of abolishing former borough/city councils, like Shrewsbury,
in favour of large unitary authorities. It would therefore seem appropriate to
accede to the Town Councils request so that it is able to maintain this ancient
tradition.
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